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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATIC 


Le ieetings of SED university personnel occurred [i 25X1 
25X1 in the House of the Kulturbund, at the corner 


of Jager and Nauer streets in Last Berlin. The conference 
was Called by the SED Central Committee Secretariat, Among 
the more noteworthy versonalities present were: Freé 
Jelssner of the SED Politbliro, who made the initial spsech; 
Kurt Hager, SED Central Committees, in charge of prop-ganda: 

~~ State Secretary Prof. Dr, Gerhard darig of the liinistry for 
Education, accor:panied by several functionaries, The sulk 
of the audience was composed of SED members from all DOR 
universities and seientific institutes. 


2. The meetings were convoked to ascertain the political situ- 
ation in Kast German acasdenic institutions, to criticise 
and find remedies for miscakes made by SED organizations in 
these ingvitutions, and to discuss cooperation between the 
party and the State Seeretariat for Academic Matters 
(Hochschulwesen). 


3. The dominant theme in speeches made by varty members during 
the meetings was that the SED program had not succeeded in 
DDR academic institutions. The points mast stressed were: 


a) Lack of coordination and cooperation between the SED 
Central Committee and the State Secretariat for 
Academic Matters. 

b) Insufficient contact between the Central Committee 
and the State Secretariat on one hand, SED members 
in universities and the Zast German Academy of 

_ Selence on the other, 

«) ack of sufficient activity and influence by basic 
trade union and political organizations to sway 
aon-party acadvinic personnel. 
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ad) Failure of the party to cope adequately with rebel] tou: 
students ag wel as those who are merely apathetic 
SED poala, 

e) Failure of the party to eliminate threats posed * by 
Neonfessional" academic. organizations, such as Protest 
associations of students and professors. 

f) Failure of the SaD to persuade students and proresnore LO 2anepy 
revised study courses with compulsory courses in Mears | 
soci logy and Sussien Language. 

gz) Inadequacy of many SED teachers. 


lL. Fred Oelssner gave the keynote speech, e emphasizing thet: Si 


and trade-union organizations in the univers ties (Grundor ee 
ganisationen) had not achieved 2 balance between their if 


seientifie work and the party battle for "peace and freedo ", 
He particularly reproached the audience for not having won 
over non-party professcrs and students. Oelssner stated 
that the future task of the mer’ ers would be to fulfill a 
scientific quota in the fight for peace (wissenschalt1Liche - 


Soll in Kampf fir den Frieden}, 


5. vanced sharply criticized the State Secretariat fer Seacomic 
Matters for not maintaining sufficient. Gan ark with nasty 
authorities, for having developed strong tendencies toward 
independence (Autonomiebestr ebungen), and “for condonin: 

exagferated bureaucratic tendencies. The State Seeretaria:. 
' was told to establish cleser relations with the OOD Centr 
Conmittee propaganda depertnent . 


6. State Secretary Harig replied to Oelssner, cataloruing 


shortcomings of the [JD in relations with his Secretariat, 
while at the some tine indulging in self-criticiem for mar 
mistakes made by the office. We criticised the inadenuacy 

of party functionaries dealing with academic matters and te 
lack of cooperation from the propaganda department ir such 
things as repeated failure to answer important letters. 1 ra: 
also attacked the S@D Central Secretariat for having stoprod 
consultations with his office peace to making decisions wroct, ~ 


concerned State Secretariat work. 


“7, Among the crisicisma Jeveled bv various speakers during the 
péasicns was ve point that students are resisting the Ohl 
line. according to Pref. Rebert Havemann, there have coger 
instances of open sabotage organized by "violent and inne: 
tinent" (rabiat une unverschdmt) students. In one suet ce ve, 

medical students at Berlin ‘lumboldt University prevented « 
party speaker, (fnu) Oberdrster, from making a speech. 71 
another instance, cited br Prof, (fnu} Luck of Mosteck, wr te 
guardist literature lwetesgas raistische Hetazeitschriften) cas 
distributed in the Rostock University Rector's offices. 


8. (Fnu) Graefrath of the State Secretariat for Academic Mab: > 
emphasized student indifference to polities. Grounds Tor ‘ni 
antipathy were found in several things: the ten-monbhs si idy 
period which pernits only two months of vacation a year; 
obligatory study of the Rusgian language; the “basic coc “og. cal 
study" (Gescllschaftlich- Wissenschaftliches Grundstucium 
which includes compulsory courses in Marxism-Leninism, "i. wo. 
of the labor movement, and history of the tuseian Reve Lub: 
and the revised study schedule, according to which a1] le: curs 


# 


are planned according to party directive. 


9, Overt and covert resistance to the GHD dictates was note a 
the part of church circles, particularly the Perea 3 
organization. Prof. Georg Schneider stated that the chur i 
in Jena had publicly posted invitations to oe or ar in 
the middle ages, pedagogy, etc. These lectures were publ Take 
under the title of "Responsible Science", with tne chview 
implication that the educational practices of the S02 con 
irresponsible science. 
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10. State Secretary iarig added that the cvangelisch. st adent, Lee ee 
inde? fad become much nove astive than previously. This 
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activity was particulaziy noted in lectures by ore. 
inactive professors enmounced under the ee 


eroup. Such lectures bad taken place in Leipzig, Jona, He | 


Rostock, and Greifswald. Harig stated that relipous orzari 
had succeeded in puttirg pressure on the PDI in cireumst 
which proved unpleasant for the SED, 


Professors, in their turn, eriticized the State Secr 
eae Dr. Wolfgang aeaneltg _Pinnish-! eee anus Paseis 


with vest ecm academic “colleagues; He ee especial: 
unavailability of Vectern sulentifie literature; the asa 


West German minds was <vailable only in crucial Seatac £ 


{Schwerounktsrebiete). f+ shaeider ef Jena attacked the xrov 
that papers to be sant from East to West Cermany had first. 
be passed upon by the one: Sissertations which were 
be sent to astern aations had to be approved by the fulte 
as well as by customs euthorities. As a result, non Party 
professors no longer ccnbribute studies for their col leagu 
in Satellite or Russiar. institutions. 


Debate centered momenterily on the Last German Acaders 
Steinitz complained thet in 2 recent meeting, no mer 
made of the peace treaty issue, The same speaker ad» » 


propaganda department of the SED Central Committee for Lac 


guidance piven to the Academy on Party line matters, 


(Fnu} Meissner of the State Secretariat department for bas 
sociological study condemned the poor performance of teach 
sociological courses. Cften they were entirely unprepared 
lectures, did not possess the background, and lacked veac 
experience. Meissner commented that es a result, students 
during the compulsory Leeturas.,, 


(fnu) Schneider of Je:.. turned the audience's attention to 
biological matters. At one lecture, to be given by a Juss 
the Lysenko theory, attendance was limited to one biclogis 
speaker; all others present were farmers. In this connect 
was emphasized that tne political indoctrination of eee 
students was Lacking, in that a number had attended the We 


"Grine Voche" agricultural fair, expecting to learn afeee n 


This constituted » failing on the part of the Party's basi 
organizations since the students nad not been instructed 
that. | farnins machinery on display there was for use Seely 
landowners and that DDE students could not learn from che 
because Yast German empha sis was on construction of machin 
the strengthening of the collectivization of the village { 
The students should also have been shown that only the uss 
teach anytiing regardirg agricultural machine technolozy. 
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